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It’s somewhere between 871 and 852 BC. Ahab and Jezebel are the king and 

queen of the Israelites. They’ve killed a number of prophets sent by God to call them 

and the Chosen People to repent for worshiping a false god named Baal.  

Enter Elijah. He’s just orchestrated a competition at Mt. Carmel between Baal 

and God that not only proved God’s supremacy, but resulted in the death of 450 of 

Baal’s prophets.  

Baal was accountable to Ahab and Jezebel… an arrangement they liked. Elijah 

called them to be accountable to God, an arrangement they didn’t like because it 

required them to change how they lived. So they decided to kill Elijah, figuring that his 

death would effectively result in the death of his God and maintain the status quo. 

Today, in our first reading we find Elijah in the dessert. He’s fleeing Ahab and 

Jezebel and, quite frankly, he’s tired. He’s had enough. He prays for death saying: 

“This is enough O Lord! Take my life for I am no better than my fathers.” 

Translation: I did what you told me to do, even though I didn’t want to do it. 

Now, I’m going to be killed…and didn’t even achieve the PURPOSE you had for me…just 

like those who went before me. Since my life belongs to you, take it and let me rest in 

peace because I can’t handle this anymore.” 

We’ve all been there. For me it’s been: “Lord, what am I doing wrong? I’ve 

preached what the Holy Spirit called me to preach, but I’m not getting through to them. 

I’ve tried to get people excited about You, but like Ahab and Jezebel, they keep focusing 

on other things to get what only you can give them.” 

Often, older people ask me things like: “Why won’t God just let me die? I’m 97 

and in pain; I’m no good for anything anymore; my living just doesn’t make any sense.”   

The answer to that question, my question and Elijah’s question…the answer to 

the to be or not to be question is: Our PURPOSE for being no longer exists, when and 

only when, God says it no longer exists. Our PURPOSE is to plant seeds…God’s PURPOSE 

is to nurture and grow those seeds to their full potential. 



That’s why, instead of answering Elijah’s prayer to allow him to die, God provides 

food to nurture him for the next part of his journey, which is to get to the mountain of 

God…Elijah’s…and our…ultimate PURPOSE.  

In John’s Gospel we hear: Jesus is the bread of life and whoever eats this bread 

will live forever. But do we listen? Ahab and Jezebel heard the prophets, but they didn’t 

listen…and as a result, failed to fulfill their PURPOSE of leading the Israelites to God. 

Is the journey to the mountaintop difficult?  Sure, but even the journey has a 

PURPOSE. Suffering on a journey leads to nurturing. The Israelites received manna that 

sustained them physically while wandering for 40 years in the desert on their journey to 

the Promised Land.  

We now have the Eucharist to spiritually sustain us on our journey to the 

Mountain of God. That nurturing enables us to persevere until we reach that 

mountaintop.  Here’s a modern day example that even our children may understand. 

Since 1980, the Pittsburgh Pirates have been journeying to a mountaintop. 

During that time, they set a major league record with 21 consecutive losing seasons, 

failed to reach attendance goals and suffered with uncommitted leaders, players and 

fans.  In short, they suffered, and continue to suffer on occasion. 

But because they’ve never forgotten their PURPOSE, they’ve also been nurtured… 

with a new stadium, revenue sharing, a redeveloped farm system, new ownership and 

local and committed players…and now, perseverance is getting them a glimpse of that 

mountaintop.   INSERT PIRATE CLIP 

Remember, Like Elijah, our PURPOSE is to be a prophet of the One, True God, 

nourished by His Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ…and to not be afraid of fulfilling 

that PURPOSE, despite what our culture and society may throw up as obstacles. 

Our culture may present the Pirates, Steelers, Penguins, money, drugs, alcohol, and 

power as gods to follow, but St. Paul tells us that our only PURPOSE is realizing and acting on 

the fact that eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it so much as dawned on man what 

God has prepared for those who love Him.  O My God!  O My God! Raise THAT Jolley Roger! 

 
Any re-broadcast, retransmission, sharing or other account of the good news contained in our Scripture 
readings today is strictly encouraged. Hearing demands listening. Listening demands action. 


